February 1, 2019
An Important Meeting of the South Church Family of Faith
February 10, at 11:15 a.m. in the Sanctuary, following the10:00 service
Childcare (with lunch) provided
What Are We Here For?!
I’m speaking of our Annual Financial Meeting which we usually think of as money and numbers,
translated…zzzz. While they are important, no doubt, there is something more important—purpose.
Why does South Church exist? As the cultural context in which we live shifts this is a question we need
to visit again and again.
The shift to which I refer is the drop in church attendance and membership. The CT Conference of the
U.C.C. dropped 14.3% since 2011 while South Church dropped 11.8%. The experts call it a national
trend. The church of the 70’s and 80’s is quickly disappearing and we aren’t sure yet, what will replace
it. Comparatively speaking, we are doing well, we have: the second largest average attendance in the
Farmington Valley Association at 140; 45 kids in Kaleidoscope Corner; 47 youth touched by our
programs; 56 people participating in adult groups and retreats; and yet, we are still being affected by the
downturn, both in attendance and our financial numbers.
We invested the sale of the Avery House (the house next door) proceeds into staffing, in an effort to
reverse the trend. That is one of the reasons, I believe, that we are doing better than the average. We
come to the end of those monies at the end of this year.
While this information provides the context, it begs the question of purpose. I believe that our purpose is
to reveal, in word and deed, the transformative power of God who is Love and holds all things together.
We reveal it to children, who wonder if they belong; to youth, who hope they are acceptable and
competent; to adults, who seek direction, meaning and community; and to any person or people who are
treated as less than human.
I hope that everyone of you can be at the Financial Meeting to, in congregational fashion, lend your voice
to the conversation of how we spend our monies to achieve our purpose!!
Every Blessing,

Denny Moon

______________________________________________________________________________
STEWARDSHIP
Thank you for your pledges of support for South Church in the coming year! If you need a pledge card,
please call the Church Office: 860-653-7289.
If you ordered pledge envelopes, they can be picked up in the church foyer.
_____________________________________________________________________________
The altar flowers signup sheet for 2019 is posted on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall.
Please check your calendars and sign up to honor or remember someone by providing
flowers for an upcoming Sunday!

FEBRUARY WORSHIP AT SOUTH CHURCH
The texts for the latter part of Epiphany see the implications of God’s love let loose in the world at
Christmas, become more and more evident. We see the meaning for its presence in one of the Apostle
Paul’s congregations that is full of argument and one-ups-man-ship. We experience the humility called
forth in the presence of pure love. We see the inseparable nature of the love of ourselves and the love of
others. February 14th may be Valentine’s Day, but it’s a month of Sunday Love.
Feb. 3: 8:30 AM and 10:00 AM Worship Services; Communion served - all welcome!
Text: I Corinthians 13:1-4a; Sermon: “More than a Feeling”
Feb. 10: 8:30 AM and 10:00 AM Worship Services
Text: Luke 5:1-11; Sermon: “What’s the Real Surprise?!”
Annual Financial Meeting follows the 10:00 AM service.
Feb. 17: 8:30 AM and 10:00 AM Worship Services; Family worship,
Rev. Dawn Karlson preaches
Text: Luke 6:17-26
Feb. 24: 8:30 AM and 10:00 AM Worship Services
Text: Luke 6:27-38; Sermon: “Love Your Enemy (or Act Like You Do)”
______________________________________________________________________________
TAP, TAP, TAP: Who’s that knocking at my door? Why it’s the Transportation Activities Program
(TAP) Volunteer Requester looking for a few good people to drive or serve as a coordinator (training
provided). Believe it or not, our total staff of TAP volunteers is down to less than half of our needed
contingent! Although this vital program has been running since 1967, soon it will not be able to sustain
free rides for our Granby citizens in need of transpiration to and from medical and dental appointments.
Please consider calling 860-844-5351 (Senior Center) and volunteer to give a little of your time to provide
transportation and get to know some of your neighbors needing an occasional ride.
______________________________________________________________________________

SAVE THE DATE:
Waste Not, Want Not Community Kitchen’s annual

Hungry Hearts Fundraiser
March 23 at St. Therese Church
6:00 PM – Appetizers, Gourmet Meal and Silent Auction
More details to follow.
_______________________________________________________________________

Articles for the March 1 edition of the SouthWind are due in the church office by noon on Wednesday,
February 20. Articles for the Sunday bulletin are due by Tuesday of each week. Your help with these
deadlines is appreciated.
______________________________________________________________________________
*** Although it is rare to have a service or event cancelled at South Church, cancellations can be
found on WFSB’s Channel 3 and NBC’s Channel 4 Early Warning Storm Closings, AND on the
South Church website. ***

MUSIC NOTES
By Mattie Banzhaf, Director of Music
January began the year with an explosion of musical activities. After a small interruption by a Weather
Event, our CHOIR joined with First Church's choir on two anthems at the union service (rescheduled
from Jan. 20) on January 27th at First Church. Music Directors Julie Hagen and Mattie Banzhaf shared
conducting duties, and the combined choir made glorious harmonies. Our own Becky Sears was the
soloist for the beautiful “MLK” composed by Bob Chilcott of the rock group U2. The traditional-style
“Ain’t Got Time to Die” by Hall Johnson featured Julie Hagen as the soloist. Both these numbers were
sung a cappella, meaning unaccompanied – a daring and effective stretch for the singers, who cherish
these chances to sing together and challenge their abilities. Some of them even do double duty as
members of the House Band, which played throughout the service, including two hymns composed by
Rev. Denny Moon.
The Bruce Porter Memorial Music Series continued in January with a very interesting event. Organist
extraordinaire Jason Roberts returned from New York City, where he has been organist at St.
Bartholomew’s, to extemporize on our organ and play masterworks of the organ repertoire. Bach’s
engaging transcription of a concerto by Vivaldi was followed by magnificent pieces by Widor, Mozart,
Saint-Saens, and finally an original, extemporaneous improvisation on a theme provided by Mattie
Banzhaf.
On Sunday March 10th, the Hartt College Chorale and Chamber Singers will make their debut
appearance on the Bruce Porter Memorial Music Series with an afternoon of choral beauty and
virtuosity. Led by Dr. Ed Bolkovac, these groups comprise some of the finest music students at the
school: vocal majors, aspiring opera stars, musical theater specialists and other accomplished singers.
Then on Sunday, April 28th, Les Amies de Theodore with guest violinist Emlyn Ngai will play pieces
of Baroque beauty and virtuosity. Remember to mark your calendar with these dates, and please help
spread the word about all these splendid musical events.
We heartily invite you to join the choir, either short-term or long-term. It's fun, it's uplifting, and it
brings great messages to the congregation. We practice on Thursday nights at 7:00 PM and at 9:30 AM
on Sunday mornings.
We also invite you to join our Handbell Ringers. We are always looking for new members. We practice
at 6:45 p.m. on Wednesdays.
Please contact Mattie if you would like more information on any of the above: banz@hartford.edu.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

BENEATH, BETWEEN AND BEYOND
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
We are coming to the end of our Capital Fund Drive which began three years ago. Please accept heartfelt
word of gratitude to each and every one of you who have given toward this upgrade and beautification of
our grounds and buildings. In the midst of our stops and starts we discovered that more work needed to
be done “Beneath” which has delayed our parking lot work. The interior work for the Parish House will
be tackled after the Steeple and the Parking Lot is finished, with the amount of money that remains. The
“Between” work is “Beautiful!!” An ocean-full of “Hurrah’s” to the committee: Charlene Bordonaro,
Bill and Nancy Ross, Cindy and Chris Rising, and Becky Sielman; and to Chris Rising, Kirk Severance
and Dave Thompson for managing this work.

THE BRUCE PORTER MEMORIAL MUSIC SERIES PRESENTS:
Hartt School of Music Chorale and Hartt Chamber Choir
Sunday, March 10th, at 4:00 PM
by Laura Mazza-Dixon
Sing on! The Hartt Chamber Choir, under the direction of Edward Bolkovac, will be joined by the Hartt
Chorale, under the direction of Benjamin Rauch, in an eclectic program that includes exquisite works
from the Renaissance period, Schubert’s charming Mass in G, as well as modern works by Christopher
Theofanidis, Pierre Villette, and Eric Barnum, and some settings of spirituals by Moses Hogan and Carol
Barnett. A splendid choral offering not to be missed!
The Hartt Chorale is a mixed SATB chorus of 35 to 45 singers that performs a wide variety of a
cappella and accompanied repertoire from the Baroque period to the present day.
The Hartt Chamber Choir is a highly skilled auditioned chorus of 24 singers that sings choral works by
composers such as J.S. Bach, Handel and Mozart as well as works by contemporary composers. Members
of the Hartt Chamber Choir have formed the core of the Hartt Tour Choir when they have performed in
the Czech Republic, Spain, Hungary and Italy.
The BPMMS is now in its seventh season of sponsoring excellent concerts of classical music in Granby.
The final concert on the 2018-2019 Season will be Les Amies de Théodore, a Baroque Chamber
Ensemble, with guest violinist Emlyn Ngai, on Sunday, April 28th, at 4 pm.
Thanks to a grant from the Granby Education Foundation, the music ministry of South Church, and
donations from supporters of the series, we are able to continue offering concerts of classical music and
jazz. Admission to the concerts are free, with a suggested donation of $10 at the door.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

YOUTH NEWS AND HAPPENINGS!!
As South Church begins to think about the next phase of its youth ministry, I thought it would be helpful
to look at who we're reaching and how. Through our Faith Journey, YES! Group, O.W.L. program, 2
Service Trips (Heads Up! Hartford & Reach Beyond Mission) and Silver Lake, we reached 47 youth (712th grade) during 2018:
•
•
•
•

South Church youth reached: 31
East Hartland youth reached: 1
East Granby youth reached: 7
Non church affiliated youth reached: 8

Of those 47, 23 youth were involved in 2-6 programs.
For these ministries to sustain & grow their reach, we ask for your prayers, financial & spiritual support,
and IDEAS! Our programs are always evolving; all feedback and input is welcome. We're currently
exploring widening our circle to work with Center Church in Hartford for a couple of service & youth
group events in the spring.
Here’s What’s Coming Up in the Next Few Weeks:
Faith Journey:
Sun., Feb. 3
Sun., Feb. 10
Sun., Mar. 3
Sun. Mar. 24

5-6 PM
5-6 PM
5-6 PM
5-6 PM

Class 8
Class 9 (with mentors)
Class
EGCC

Y.E.S.! VIBE:
Sun., Feb. 3

3:00-4:45 PM

Meeting

Sun., Feb. 10
Sun., Feb. 10
Sun., Feb. 17
Sun., Mar. 3
Sun., Mar. 24

2:00-4:00 PM
6:30-8:30 PM
6:30-8:30 PM
6:30-8:30 PM
6:30-8:30 PM

Ecuador Service Trip Meeting (Hartford)
Meeting
Meeting
Meeting
Meeting

O.W.L.:
Sun., Feb. 24
Sun., Mar. 10

6-8:30 PM
6-8:30 PM

Class
Class

Service Trip Opportunities:
•
•

Heads Up! Hartford: New location at Ethel Walker School in Simbury: June 21-28
AUF Ecuador: June 25 - July 6
For more information on the above, please contact Dawn at:
dknamaste65@gmail.com or (860-874-6325.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

☺☺ KALEIDOSCOPE CORNER ☺☺
Dear South Church Families,
On communion Sundays our young ones gather up front to "Pass the Peace." Before heading over to
Kaleidoscope Corner they return up front to join the congregation in singing "Let There Be Peace On
Earth." Lyrics:
Let there be peace on earth, And let it begin with me.
Let there be peace on earth, The peace that was meant to be.
With God our Creator, Children all are we.
Let us walk with each other, In perfect harmony.
Let peace begin with me, Let this be the moment now.
With every step I take, Let this be my solemn vow,
To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally.
Let there be peace on earth, And let it begin with me.
It is a sweet tune made even sweeter by the young voices joining together to sing this wish that we all
have for the world. We hope the meaning gets nestled into the hearts of our children, young and old. It is
a hard thing to live each moment in peace. Perhaps setting aside the time on Sunday mornings to sit in the
stillness, listen to the words, join in song with all ages, and gather in fellowship with a few sweets and a
cup of coffee will prepare us for a new week where we aim to have peace prevail in all our interactions
with others and with ourselves.
Thank you to last sessions teachers: Kathy Pidgeon, Abby Hall, Colleen Peling, Mara Henze, and Gary
Gotberg. More volunteers are always needed! Thanks!
Brita Gotberg, Phone: (860) 413-9138
brita.gotberg@gmail.com
Feb. 3:
Feb. 10:
Feb. 17:
Feb. 24:

Kaleidoscope Corner’s Upcoming Calendar:
Kaleidoscope Corner
Kaleidoscope Corner; Financial Meeting after church - childcare provided
Family Sunday - no Kaleidoscope Corner
Kaleidoscope Corner

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SILVER LAKE: Look for brochures for the 2019 summer camp sessions in January. Registration opens
Jan. 15 online at www.silverlakect.org. There is an Open House at Silver Lake on Sunday, May 19, from
1:00 - 5:00 PM.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

ACOLYTES NEEDED: We need more youth (8 years and up) to serve as Acolytes. This is a great way
for youth to participate in the worship service. Training is provided. For more information, contact Betty
Hart at: (860) 653-3636
_____________________________________________________________________________________

FEBRUARY HIGHLIGHTS
STORYTELLING IS NOT JUST FOR KIDS! Adults are great storytellers and wonderful story
listeners. If you want to get better at storytelling, or if you simply want to share some of the experiences
of your life--or if you want to hear some wonderful stories told, come to Personal Storytelling on the first
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM in the Parlor. We next meet on February 5.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

STORYTELLING COFFEE HOUSE
Saturday, February 9, at 7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall
The Storytelling Group at South Church is presenting a night of stories and goodies on February 9th. You
will laugh and cry as you hear the magic that happens in regular people’s lives. This is a free evening,
with light snacks being served and will be sure to entertain! (Donations are accepted).
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

THE SOW AND REAP GARDEN CLUB next meets on March 7 at 7:00 PM. The program will be,
“Fun with Flowers,” led by Sharon Jacobs and Karen Sun. Hostesses are Betty Hart and Linda Veirs.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

TUESDAY MORNING CRAFT AND CHAT GROUP meets on Tuesday mornings from 10 AM to 12
PM in the Library. There is no program, each person works on their own project or shows up just to chat.
Please join us!
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

QI GONG WITH MARCEY HICKEY meets on Wednesdays, from 9:30 - 10:30 AM, in the Youth
Building. QiGong is specifically designed to cultivate energy, using it to heal and strengthen every
system throughout the body. This class is taught by Marcey Hickey, a certified Qi Gong/Tai Chi
instructor and is suitable for any age or fitness level. Suggested donation is $5 - $10 per class.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

YOGA: Join us for Tuesday Evening Yoga (Meditation in Motion) in the Gathering
Room, from 6-7 pm, with Valerie Raggio. Yoga has proven to be beneficial to people of
all ages in clearing the mind, reducing stress and anxiety and increasing flexibility. All are
welcome! Free will offering. Donations will be donated to South Church’s Youth Missions.
For more information, contact Val at: 860.306.2633 or email vraggio1@gmail.com.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE: There is a blood drive in Fellowship Hall on Friday,
February 15th from 1:00 to 5:45 PM. Please call the Red Cross, at 800-733-2767 to
schedule an appointment, or visit: www.redcrossblood.org.
____________________________________________________________________________________

FROM THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN OUTREACH
The Board of Christian Outreach would like to thank our church community for the generous giving
during this past holiday season. Your gifts to struggling families in the community were greatly
appreciated.
For February, the month of hearts and love, the Board of Christian Outreach asks that you help fill the
shelves at the Granby Food Bank. Please drop off your non perishable food donations and paper goods
in the basket in the church foyer or outside the church office. Valentine’s Day is a holiday about
love…let’s spread it to our neighbors in need…they can use a lot of love!!

_____________________________________________________________
DO YOU KNIT?
Some of you might not know that we have a Prayer Shawl Ministry at South Church. In the past, knitters
have gotten together in a group (or this can be done on an individual basis) and have knitted or crocheted
prayer shawls. These cuddly and warm prayer shawls are given to people who have health concerns or
just need some comfort. Anyone who receives one knows that love and prayer went into every stitch.
Knitting these shawls and distributing them to people who need support and encouragement is a fabulous
ministry that helps so many people.
We recently gave out our last prayer shawl and are looking for a few people to knit some more. If you are
interested, please call the church office: (860) 653-7289.
______________________________________________________________________________

THANK YOU!
We appreciate the volunteers who take time out of their busy schedules to contribute to
our church community. Our special thanks go out to:
 The Bruce Porter Memorial Music Series (BPMMS) committee, for bringing us
organist Jason Roberts on January 11th;
 The Salmon Brook Music Series (SBMS) committee, for bringing us The Slocan Ramblers on
January 18th;
 Sandy Flagg and Dan Reisel for coordinating our fellowship hours each week;


Roger Barrette and Lauri, for preparing our year-end reporting;



Everyone who was able to complete their pledge commitment for 2018 and who made a
commitment for 2019.
______________________________________________________________________________

SIMPLY SMILES SERVICE TRIP
Cheyenne River Sioux Reservation
May 11 to May 18, 2019
The Connecticut Conference of the UCC is organizing a week-long trip to the Cheyenne River Sioux
Reservation in South Dakota from May 11 to May 18, 2019. Simply Smiles (an organization founded by
Bryan Nurnberger, who grew up in the Naugatuck UCC congregation) will be our hosts and guides. We
will be staying in the town of La Plant, one of the most impoverished places in America, working to
restore hope for a better future.
Through youth development and community building programs, Simply Smiles creates smiles where
there is often little reason to smile. We will be the first group of the season and so we may spend
somewhat less time working with children and somewhat more time helping to prepare for the upcoming
season. Volunteers must be 15 years of age, or older to participate.

We have not finalized travel arrangements, but the total cost should be about $1,400. Many
congregations will provide support for members.
Online registration is open - https://macuccreg.brtapp.com/SimplySmilesServiceandLearningTrip.
For more information on Simply Smiles, go to: SimplySmiles.org. For more information on the May 11 th
trip, please contact Charlie Kuchenbrod at charliek@ctucc.org or 860-761-7111.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

THE SALMON BROOK MUSIC SERIES PRESENTS:
CHERYL WHEELER
Friday, March 15 at 7:30 PM in Fellowship
If you've never seen the celebrated New England troubadour Cheryl Wheeler in one of
her famously freewheeling live concerts, you've missed out on the prolific singer and
songwriter's multifaceted stage persona.
Aside from her witty, warm, beautiful songs — including tunes covered by everybody from
Peter, Paul and Mary to Garth Brooks — Wheeler's shows are graced with her wry
observational humor and story-telling skills. Seasoned with saucy social commentary,
her patter is a delicious, folk-flavored blend of Phyllis Diller and Mort Sahl, sometimes puckish,
sometimes barbed." (-Hartford Courant)
Doors open at 7:00 PM and the show begins at 7:30 PM. Tickets are $25 ($28 at the door) and
are available by calling Arlene at: (860) 916-5066 or online at: salmonbrookmusicseries.com.
Great desserts will be available for purchase during intermission.
Please save the date for the next Salmon Brook Music Series performance: Saturday,
April 27, Dave Gunning.
_____________________________________________________________________________

SOUTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Granby, Connecticut
ANNUAL FINANCIAL MEETING
Sunday, February 10, 2019
Following the 10:00 AM Worship Service
Notice is hereby given that the Annual Financial Meeting of the South Congregational Church
will be held in the sanctuary on Sunday, February 10, 2019, following the 10:00 AM worship
service. We will transact the following items of business:
1. Hear and act upon the Report of the Treasurer;
2. Consider and approve the proposed 2019 budget;
3. Hear and act on the proposed Youth Minister search committee;
4. Take such other action as may legally come before this meeting.
Given January 21, 2019
Deborah Mattia, Clerk

FEBRUARY AT A GLANCE
Saturday, Feb. 2:
Weight Watchers
Gathering Rm
8:00 AM
Sunday, Feb. 3:
Worship Services
Sanctuary 8:30 & 10:00 AM
YES
Youth Bldg.
3:00 PM
Faith Journey
Youth Bldg.
5:00 PM
Monday, Feb. 4:
Property
Library
7:00 PM
Christian Outreach Teale Rm
7:00 PM
Tuesday, Feb. 5:
Craft & Chat
Library
10:00AM
Storytelling
Parlor
7:00 PM
Yoga
Gathering Rm.
6:00 PM
Wednesday, Feb. 6:
Qi Gong
Youth Bldg.
9:30 AM
Community Meal
Fellowship Hall 4:30 PM
Handbells
Sanctuary
6:45 PM
Thursday, Feb. 7:
Chancel Choir
Choir Room
7:00 PM
Saturday, Feb. 9:
Weight Watchers
Gathering Rm
8:00 AM
Storytelling Coff. Hs. Fellowship Hall
7:00 PM
Sunday, Feb. 10:
Worship Services
Sanctuary 8:30 &10:00 AM
Ann. Finance Meet Sanctuary
11:15 AM
Service Trip Meet. Off-site
2:00 PM
Faith Journey
Youth Bldg.
5:00 PM
YES
Youth Bldg.
6:30 PM
Tuesday, Feb. 12:
Craft & Chat
Library
10:00 AM
Yoga
Gathering Rm.
6:00 PM
Wednesday, Feb. 13:
Qi Gong
Youth Bldg.
9:30 AM
Community Meal
Fellowship Hall
4:30 PM
Handbells
Sanctuary
6:45 PM
Thursday, Feb. 14:
Chancel Choir
Choir Room
7:00 PM
Friday, Feb. 15:
Blood Drive
Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM

Saturday, Feb. 16:
Weight Watchers
Gathering Rm
8:00 AM
Sunday, Feb. 17:
Worship Services
Sanctuary 8:30 & 10:00 AM
YES
Youth Bldg.
6:30 PM
Monday, Feb. 18:
Council
Parlor
7:00 PM
Tuesday, Feb. 19
Craft & Chat
Library
10:00AM
Yoga
Gathering Rm.
6:00 PM
Wednesday, Feb. 20:
Qi Gong
Youth Bldg.
9:30 AM
Community Meal
Fellowship Hall
4:30 PM
Handbells
Sanctuary
6:45 PM
Thursday, Feb. 21:
Chancel Choir
Choir Room
7:00 PM
Saturday, Feb. 23:
Weight Watchers
Gathering Rm
8:00 AM
Sunday, Feb. 24:
Worship Services
Sanctuary 8:30 & 10:00 AM
OWL
Youth Bldg.
6:00 PM
Tuesday, Feb. 26:
Craft & Chat
Library
10:00AM
Yoga
Gathering Rm.
6:00 PM
Deacons
Parlor
7:00 PM
Wednesday, Feb. 27:
Qi Gong
Youth Bldg.
9:30 AM
Community Meal
Fellowship Hall
4:30 PM
Handbells
Sanctuary
6:45 PM
Thursday, Feb. 28:
Chancel Choir
Choir Room
7:00 PM

*AA meets in Gathering Rm on Sundays,Tues. and Thurs.at 8:00pm; **Al-Anon meets in Teale Rm on Sundays at 8:00pm
Good Co. Theater meets in Fellowship Hall on Tues. and Thurs. at 6pm

