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SOUTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
Granby, CT 

 

ANNUAL MEETING 

Sunday, May 22, 2022 
Following the 10:00 AM Worship Service 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual Meeting of the South Congregational 

Church will be held Sunday, May 22, 2022, following the 10:00 AM worship 

service, to transact the following items of business: 

1. To hear and act upon the Board Reports for the year; 

2. To elect Officers and Board Members; 

3. To vote on the question of combining with the First Congregational Church of 
Granby to form a new UCC entity (see below for the motion);  

4. To take such other action as may legally come before this meeting. 
 
 
Motion for item #3: 

 
WHEREAS First Congregational Church of Granby (FCC) and South 
Congregational Church of Granby (SCC) have jointly studied the benefits and 
consequences of creating a joint new UCC entity in Granby; and 

WHEREAS FCC and SCC have discerned that the creation of the new entity 
enhances our alignment with God's purposes and positions us to be God's Partners; 
and 

WHEREAS FCC and SCC have concluded that the new entity should receive all of 
the existing assets of FCC and SCC, including all of the existing real properties;  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 

That FCC and SCC combine to form a new UCC Church in Granby; and  

That the FCC and SCC Moderators and Church Councils carry out all legal steps 
necessary to make this happen, in consultation with legal counsel; and  

That the Congregations take all such final actions required to effect the formation of 
the new Church at duly authorized Congregational Meetings to be held as soon as 
practical. 

Given May 10, 2022                                         

Deborah Mattia, Clerk 
  



South Congregational Church Annual Meeting Minutes 

September 13th, 2020 

 

The meeting was opened by Becky Sielman, the Moderator, at approximately 10:36 am on 

Sunday, September 13th, 2020.  The meeting was held virtually via Zoom.  There were 28 

Zoom participants, some of which included more than one person; approximately 35-40 

people attended in total.   

 

Becky reviewed the agenda: to hear and act upon the Board Reports for the year, to elect 

Officers and Board Members, report on the Covid-19 impact on South Church, and give an 

update on discussions with First Church. 

 

Officers and Board Members 

 

Charlie Kuchenbrod of Stewardship presented the proposed slate of officers and board 

members.  The slate was amended to restore Phil Main to Finance.  Vote to approve was 

unanimous. 

 

Reports on COVID-19 

 

Roger Barrette, Treasurer – South Church was able to keep all staff on the payroll and pay 

the utilities because of proceeds we received from the Payroll Protection Plan.  We are in 

the process of requesting that the PPP proceeds be converted from a loan to a grant.  As 

of August 31st, 2020 we have received over 72% of this year’s pledges (there were a 

number of members who prepaid for the year) and we have not yet drawn any funds from 

either the Holcomb or Bunnell Funds.   

 

Debbie Reelitz – She is serving on South Church’s reopening committee along with Walt 

Zultowski and Barbara Linden.  So far they have participated in meetings with the 

reopening committee at First Church, who are a few steps ahead of us. Our group is 

reviewing guidelines for churches from the UCC along with guidelines issued by the State 

of CT.  The group has finished a survey that will be going out to everyone shortly. We do 

not have a target date for reopening yet; we need to be prepared first so that when the 

time comes to reopen we will be ready.  Note that the October 4th worship service will be 

done as a drive-in. 

 

Sara Scotto – She is co-chairing the joint First Church / South Church committee to search 

for a joint Youth Director.  Both churches are looking for the same thing.  They are seeking 

applicants for a position that would be 20 hours a week.   They are committed to finding 

the right person and they are optimistic. 

 



Stacey Kroninger – She is serving on a joint First Church / South Church Communications 

Committee with Heather Sinon and Jen Gorman, exploring our digital and technology 

needs and the possibility of hiring one person to meet the very similar needs of both 

churches.  Over the summer, South Church hired Rick & Karen Handville to help produce 

our virtual worship services.   

 

Denny Moon - Ongoing ministry is a blessing during this difficult time.  Our Teams and 

Committees are functioning at a high level.  Denny and Sandra keep on with the pastoral 

work.  Sandra is working on care connection trying to not let people fall through the cracks. 

 

Becky Sielman – We are still waiting on the outcome of discussions with our insurance 

company with respect to roof and siding damage from the hail storm several years ago.  

Our leadership is continuing to meet regularly with First Church’s leadership.  Over the fall 

and winter, we had set up a series of workshops with Dr. Claire Bamberg, and held the first 

two workshops, but we put the subsequent workshops on pause because of COVID.  Now 

we have decided to proceed with the workshops on a virtual basis leveraging the 

capabilities of Zoom.  The first such workshop will be held on October 18th to discuss the 

South Church WHY.   Then in November there will be a joint Zoom-based workshop with 

both First Church and South Church to explore the extent to which we are on common 

ground. 

 

There being no further business brought forward, a motion to adjourn passed unanimously. 

 

Debbie Mattia, Clerk 

Meeting adjourned 11:50 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MEMBERSHIP ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CLERK 
2020-2022 

 

TOTAL ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP AS OF 5/1/2020         338  
 
Received into membership in 2020-2022:    + 17 

 
Alyssa Bordonaro 
Megan Casavant 
Patrick Gilton 
Nicholas Lombardo 
Sarah Newman 
Lucas Scotto 

Allison Kalva 
Maureen Kalva 
Natalie Kalva 
Catherine Watso 
Leslie Barnes 
Mags Campbell 

Abigail Bunz 
Otto Gotberg 
Ella Henze 
Mia Hines 
Ben LaVigne 

     
Removed by Request or Transfer to other churches:         -2 

Matthew Repetto 
Rev. Dawn Karlson 

Added by Request or Transfer from other churches:        +2 
Rev. Denise Terry 
Susan LeClerc 

Removed by Death:             -8  
Helen Kronk (8-15-20) 
Lois Baronian (9-7-20) 
Bill Ahrens (9-14-20) 
Bob Chase (12-9-20) 
Bernie Olson (1-29-21) 
Tad Chamberlain (12-31-21) 
Lorraine Dewey (4-23-22) 
Irene Cizman (5-13-22) 
 

   2021 Removed by Audit to Assoc. Member/Young Adult:   -10 
2022 Removed by Audit to Assoc. Member/Young Adult:   -128 

 
TOTAL ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP AS OF 5/22/2022      209 

 

Baptized in 2020-2022 (as of 5/22/22):        3 
Maddox John Matava (11-1-20) 
Laura Ruth Fischer (7-1-21) 
David John Hochschartner (10-10-21) 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Karen Handville (Office Administrator for Clerk) 
 
 

 



SENIOR MINISTER 
ANNUAL REPORT: 2020 - 2022 

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven…a time to be 
born and a time to die…a time to weep and a time to laugh…a time to mourn and a time to 
dance…”  Ecclesiastes 3:1 and following 
We live at the intersection of many seasons.  The season of religious affiliation in America, 
which was over 70% for several decades, has now dropped below 50%.  We have entered 
a new season.   
The season of individual church ministry is fading out and the rise of collaboration is 
entering.  At South Church we have shared youth ministry in one form or another with First 
Church, E. Granby Congregational church, and the First Church of Hartland, over the past 
several years.  We have been in collaborative partnerships with the “Waste Not, Want Not” 
weekly meal and Good Company Theater since 2008.  We have entered a new season. 
It seems as if we are changing from a season of pandemic panic to a season that is less 
panic driven.  Though we must keep an eye on the numbers so that we can protect the 
vulnerable among us, we have entered a new season.   
This season of the ministry of our two ordained pastors, myself and Rev. Dr. Sandra 
Fischer, is coming to an end.  I am retiring and Sandra is moving on to find her next place 
in ministry.  I am extremely grateful for her presence with us for 12 years.  She came on as 
a student at Yale Divinity School looking to complete her Field Work requirements.  She 
took on a confirmation class with students from both First and South Churches, not the 
easiest task to begin with, pastoral visits occasional and preaching.  Her unique situation, 
needing summers off and the majority of her time spent parenting and running a 
household, led to a relationship that could benefit the church and her ministry with part 
time work during the program year.  Over the years she has preached on a more regular 
basis, led worship regularly, ran retreats and study groups, organized our Healing Days, 
and oversaw our Garden of Gratitude, along with volunteers Arlene Shannon and Debbie 
Reelitz.  Beyond this, she has made many contributions to our Staff, Council and Mod 
Squad meetings through her pastoral presence, organizational mind and the work of her 
doctoral thesis.  I am grateful to have shared ministry with her these years. 
South Church has been blessed by a talented staff in these times of changing seasons.   
Sarah Pradhan appeared when we needed a youth ministry person, and through the 
challenges of the pandemic has endeavored to keep our Sunday School, Youth Group and 
Faith Journey programs moving.  She is a creative and compassionate presence who does 
a wonderful job of presenting a message to “All God’s Children” on Sunday mornings.   
Norman MacFarlane continues to minister to our souls through his passionate organ 
playing—whether on line or in person.  One Sunday, when we didn’t have him play a 
postlude, a good-humored protest followed!  His postludes can fill a flagging spirit. 
Andrew Blair, our sexton, has been hard at work with a number of projects upgrading our 
buildings.  From water proofing the inside wall of the Gathering Room (the outside wall is 
soon to come) to painting Fellowship Hall and the downstairs rooms, to tending the leak in 
the Steeple, he is repairing and beautifying these old buildings on our campus.  His goal, 
to make it all look new! 
Karen Handville has taken over the office administrator position with enthusiasm.  She has 
been on a steep learning curve putting names with faces, figuring out the ins and outs of 



office equipment, the quirks of the church year and two churches dancing with one 
another.  She weds an eye for detail with a heart of gold and has been a wonderful 
addition to the staff.  (Thanks to Linda Calder, retiring admin, for her help in orienting 
Karen to the job.)  Karen, and her husband Rick, are the tech directors for our online 
services.  They bring an expertise to the work that has resulted in excellent online 
services.  One of my colleagues, in charge of the online services for a multi campus 
church in Boston, viewed our service and said, “You guys are punching way above your 
weight!”.   
Our lay leadership has also gone beyond the call in this changing of the seasons.  Jim 
Veirs has led our Finance Committee with the able assistance of the committee, 
particularly our Treasurer, Roger Barret, and vice Treasurer, Carol Williams.  They have 
been through applications for P.P.P. assistance and balancing budgets in times when it 
has been almost impossible to predict what is coming.   
Our Deacons, under the leadership of Beth Nichols, has managed the movement of 
services from on-line to in-person; the protocols for the pandemic; outdoor services; 
services with First Church; besides the change to “lunchables” for communion.  Their 
leadership and support has been essential to us.   
Dave Thompson, who chairs our Property Team, has been through a long difficult stretch 
with leaks in the steeple and the Gathering Room.  The gauntlet he ran, trying to get our 
insurance company to pay for hail damage, was a marathon.  Thankfully, an agreement 
was reached and those things are soon to be behind us.   
Jamie Scotto, Charlene Bordonaro, Pat Vaninwagen, have participated on the Granby 
United Church of Christ Initiative (GUCCI) which has demanded many meetings and 
conversations.  They are each on other church committees.  Their generosity of time and 
their willingness to enter into difficult conversation around the future of our church has 
been an enormous gift to us all.   
To those names I would add Becky Sielman and Heather Sinon, our moderator and vice 
moderator, who have also been on GUCCI by virtue of their offices.  (As well, Stacy 
Kroninger, who was our vice moderator at the beginning of this period, then switched to 
tech support before Karen and Rick Handville came on board.) Their perseverance, 
judgment and good humor in leading us through this intersection of so many changing 
seasons is nothing less than a calling, a challenge, to which they have risen.  I am 
indebted to them, as are we all.   
Beyond these are 35 persons who have participated in the conversations on the GUCCI 
committees that have been working with members of First Church to imagine what a new 
church might look like.  Thank you all.  And others have kept all of the intersection of 
seasons in their hearts and minds with prayer.  Thank you all.  And all of you who have 
been acolytes or donated flowers to beautify worship, or sang solos, played the bells or 
played in the band.  Thank you all.  And all of you who have come to worship in person, or 
watched us on-line.  Thank you all.  Thank you all. 
As you know this is my last annual report for South Church, as I am retiring in June.  How 
fortunate Sally and I have been to be a part of this community, so full of good spirit, 
generosity, service to the world, the call to justice--in a word, love.  We have been blessed 
by your support, your open heartedness, your fervor to try to make this world a little better 
by walking in the ways of God.  As we part ways let us… 
Serve God with Gladness…Denny 



 
ASSOCIATE MINISTER OF ADULT SPIRITUAL LIFE AND OUTREACH 
2021-2022 Program Year Annual Report 
 
Dear friends, 
 
During this, my final program year at South Church, we have slowly adapted to a “new 
normal.”  We were able once again to meet in person for much of the year, keeping in 
mind safety concerns with regard to Covid.  I want to thank the Deacons for their 
conscientious attention to the health and safety of our congregation while helping to 
continue to provide fulfilling worship services.  As this was a year of many transitions, I 
would also like to express my gratitude to our Moderator Becky Sielman, and Vice 
Moderator, Heather Sinon, who have, with passion and patience, persevered under the 
challenge of guiding the church during our deliberation process with First Church, while 
concurrently keeping their focus on the spiritual vitality of South Church.  Not an easy job 
to say the least, for which their unique skills and temperaments complemented each other 
beautifully. 
 
With regard to transitions, we said farewell to Brita Gotberg and welcomed Sarah Pradhan 
as our Youth Minister.  As always, goodbyes are difficult, and I have extreme gratitude for 
Brita’s willingness to step in on an interim basis to care for the spiritual needs of our 
children and youth.  I am happy to get to know Sarah as a colleague, and look forward to 
observing her enthusiasm and compassion as it leads to ongoing success with the children 
and youth of Granby.  We also said farewell to Linda Calder, and welcomed Karen 
Handville in the role of Office Administrator.  We lost Linda’s extensive institutional 
memory, but she has clearly been enjoying her well-earned retirement!  South Church now 
is in the highly capable hands of Karen, who has gotten up to speed quickly with her 
remarkable diligence.  After saying goodbye to Mattie Banzhaf after last program year, I 
have been nominally in charge of “special music.”  I particularly want to thank Norman 
McFarlane for his willingness to fill our sanctuary with outstanding musical selections, and 
Maisie McCann and Kathy Morgan for leading the bell choir with such aplomb.  Also let me 
say thank you to our many soloists who filled our sanctuary with heart and soul. 
 
A quick overview of the program year saw me involved in creating worship experiences at 
both South Church and First Church as a result of our ongoing discussions regarding 
deeper collaboration.  It was a pleasure to work with the Deacons of First Church, as 
Denny and I were given the opportunity to creatively worship in both sanctuaries.  I also 
participated in the Granby Blue Christmas service held at First Church each year.  With 
regard to spiritual life, I co-led an ecumenical community bible study entitled Race, Grace, 
Justice, Jesus, where we worked toward understanding what our faith requires of us when 
it comes to anti-racist commitments.  Additionally, I created a Community Lenten Healing 
Space with a labyrinth at Cook Hall at First Church, which drew multi-generational 
participation.  Finally, South Church welcomed 3 new members into the congregation in 
May, and we blessed the Garden of Gratitude which has now been turned over to Sarah 
Pradhan’s leadership. 
 



Finally, with regard to greater denominational participation, I became a Partner in 
Discernment for Megan Strouse who is a Master of Divinity Student at Boston University 
School of Theology; and I participated in the Ordination of Marilyn Sponzo at First Church 
Granby. 
 
With all that said, I want to let you all know that the past decade has been a deeply 
rewarding and fruitful period of growth for me.  I am grateful beyond measure for your trust 
and encouragement of me over our time together.  I will miss you all very very much. 
 
Blessings to overflow, 
 
Rev. Dr. Sandra L. Fischer  
Associate Minister of Adult Spiritual Life and Outreach 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Faith Formation/Youth Director- South Church Annual Report for 2021/22 
 
I started working for South Church at the beginning of the 2021/2022 program year. The 
youth in our program have been involved in activities for Sunday School such as creating 
vision/prayer boards as well as prayer jars and also numerous advent crafts.  
We held a special class about gentleness in the fall and invited animals and their humans 
to join us outdoors.  
For our Youth Group aged participants, they met several times in the Fall/Winter of 2021 
for fun and for learning opportunities and community outreach. We welcomed a guest 
speaker in November, Alicia Cruz, and she taught about food insecurity. The youth made 
cookies and they were distributed that week to the guests at the Waste Not Want Not 
community meal.  
Youth, children and adults participated in our Pop-Up Pageant that we held as a joint 
worship service.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Sarah Pradhan  
 
  



CHURCH COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT 

2021-2022 

 

Micah 6:8 gives us these marching orders: “For what does the Lord require of you? To act 

justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”  Over the past five years, but 

especially over the past 18 months, many members of the South Church community have 

devoted countless hours of meetings, conversations, research, and study, all to help us 

discover how we can best live up to Micah’s challenge and discern what God is calling us 

to do now:  to remain separate, or to join with our sisters and brothers at First Church.  Our 

vote on May 22nd will be one of the most important events in the lifetime of this church. 

 

Our South Church community is blessed to have benefited from the skill and dedication of 

so many people, and I’d like to mention just a few of them here: 

 

Andrew Blair has done an amazing job sprucing up our campus with fresh paint, while 

dealing with floods, termites, broken pipes, and the like.  Do you know that even the former 

coal bin room under the Sanctuary has been cleaned up and repainted?! 

 

Thanks so much to Linda Calder for her years serving the church in the office, and thanks 

as well to Karen Handville for taking over the reins.  A tremendous amount of hard work 

happens behind the scenes to keep the church ticking away, not to mention that the 

pandemic has forced a sharp pivot to things we didn’t know how to do three years ago, like 

congregational meetings via Zoom, and email blasts. 

 

Rick and Karen Handville have brought us their immense technical know-how in video, 

sound, and editing, so that our doings can be preserved digitally and accessed virtually in 

a high quality, high production values way. 

 

We are so happy to have welcomed Sarah Pradhan, who has ably taken up the mantle of 

providing teaching, guidance, and support for the SCC and FCC youth, from our youngest 

children through to our teens. 

 

Norman McFarlane continues to delight us with his inspired music, equally on the grand 

piano and the fine organ. 

 

It will be with many tears of sorrow and joy that we will say farewell to Denny Moon and 

Sandra Fischer in June.  No words can adequately express what they have meant to this 

church community.  It has been my personal pleasure to have worked closely with Denny, 

Sandra and Heather to guide this church and its members through such extraordinary 

times.  Their passion, perception, patience, and good humor has been invaluable, and I 

could not have led this congregation without them! 

 



We had so many volunteers serve on the Working Groups, and I thank them from the 

bottom of my heart - Mara Henze, Bill Ross, Beth Casavant, Sara Scotto, Katie Potts, 

Sandy Orluk, Thelma Blair, Eleanor Moody, Melba Griffin, Betty Hart, Kay Imbt, Paula 

Johnson (1000 apologies for leaving you off the GUCCI presentation summary!!), Joyce 

Burbank, Chris Lavigne, Chris Rising, Joe Bordonaro, Charlie Kuchenbrod, Jennifer 

Gorman, Barbara Powell, John Stevenson, Stacey Kroninger, Carol Williams, Elliot 

Altomare, Phil Main, Roger Barrette, Walt Zultowski, Sandy Flagg, Brita Gotberg, Chad 

Henze, Diane Hernsdorf, Todd Markham, Laura Mazza-Dixon, Steve Miltimore, Beth 

Nichols, Kathy Pidgeon, and Cindy Rising – many hands did indeed make lighter work of 

what was such a significant undertaking in the life of this church! 

 

And finally, a huge thanks to South Church’s GUCCI members, who have put so much of 

their time and energy into our conversations with First Church:  Heather Sinon, Charlene 

Bordonaro, Jamie Scotto, and Pat VanInwagen.  We joked that the GUCCI experience 

was like two wagons harnessed to runaway horses journeying through uncharted territory 

to an unknown destination, with a committee handling the reins and people jumping on and 

off and between the wagons as we went.  That the wagons have not crashed into 

smithereens is testament to your great strength, steadiness, thoughtfulness, faithfulness, 

and perseverance! 

 

Regardless of how we vote on May 22nd, there will be more hard work to be done in the 

following months.  I hope that those members of the South Church community who have 

not been heavily engaged in GUCCI and the Working Groups will agree to step up and 

take some of the burden off the shoulders of those who have be toiling on their behalf.  As 

Paul wrote to the church in Rome: “For as in one body we have many members, and the 

members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, 

and individually members one of another. Having gifts that differ according to the grace 

given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; 

the one who teaches, in teaching; the one who exhorts, in exhortation; the one who 

contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, 

with cheerfulness.” (Romans 12:4-8)  

 

Yours in faith, 

Becky Sielman 

Moderator  



BOARD OF CHRISTIAN OUTREACH ANNUAL REPORT 
2020-2021 
 
The charge of your Board of Christian Outreach is to determine how and where to 
distribute the budgeted outreach funds South Church earmarks in its yearly operating 
budget. The outreach amount budgeted for 2020-21 was $23,000. By covenant, a portion 
of the budgeted funds went to support outreach work that our denomination, The United 
Church of Christ, does on a worldwide, national and local level. That amount was 
$8,977.50. The remaining funds of $14,022.50 were allocated by your BOCO to various 
worldwide, national, state and local charitable organizations. These giving decisions were 
made after careful review of information that came to us either via mail, clergy, members 
or friends of South Church. 
 
It is important to know that a sizable portion of our ‘local giving’ last year supported those 
close and familiar to us. This has been a common practice in our past. We helped fund the 
Granby Emergency Fuel Bank, The Granby Fuel Bank, The Granby Community 
Scholarship Program and Granby’s Waste Not Want Not Community Meal to name a few. 
We also supported a number of regional missions such as Hartford’s South Park Inn and 
Northampton’s Cathedral in the Night — both of who help the homeless with support of 
shelter and/or meals.  
 
In 2021, the BOCO made two separate contributions totaling $2,000 to support the people 
of Haiti recovering from the massive earthquake that hit that region and to the 
humanitarian efforts to help Afghans refugees who left Afghanistan when their government 
collapsed. We try to manage our giving during the year so we have funds available to help 
in emergency situations such as these.  
 
In addition to our budgetary outreach, the BOCO orchestrated a number of additional 
giving opportunities this past program year. South Church was generous and supported 
four special UCC collections, Holiday Basket collections and a Christmas toy collection for 
underprivileged children in Granby. The complete accounting of the Board’s and South 
Church’s 2020-21 giving can be found in the Annual Financial Meeting report. I encourage 
everyone to review that report to better understand how caring and supportive South 
Church has been.  
 
I want to thank board members, Will Madsen, Doug Marshall, Kathy Morgan, Pam 
Pestretto and Erin Windham for all their time and effort and making my job easy. And to 
the wider South Church family who support the church with your gifts, talents and 
treasures. 
 
Finally, I invite and encourage giving suggestions from members and friends of South 
Church. Feel free to connect with me, or anyone of the board members, to let us know 
about an outreach need.  
Thank you. 
 
Respectfully submitted, John Stevenson Chair, Board of Christian Outreach  



 
BOARD OF DEACONS ANNUAL REPORT 
2020-2022 
 
The South Church Deacon team strives to support weekly worship services, enrich the 
worship experience, and meet the needs of our own faith community, as well as the 
broader community. 
We seek answers to questions like: How can we best support our congregation in the 
midst of COVID.  How do we ensure safety while also providing necessary services, and 
how do we balance those two when they are at odds with one another?  How can we grow 
the collaboration with First Congregational Church? 

Our team currently consists of six members: Beth Nichols, Jamie Scotto, Charlene 
Bordonaro, Chad Henze, Linda Swedo and Sally Rider. We're supported in all of our 
conversations by both Denny and Sandra.   

Topics of this year's meetings included: 

• Coordinating with FCC Deacons to bring joint services to life 
o Monthly joint deacon meetings and participation in services at both churches 

• Emerging technology needs to provide virtual services 
• Special services 

o Ash Wednesday service 
o Maundy Thursday 
o Blue Christmas 
o Blessing of the Animals 

• Coordinating summer services in collaboration with FCC 
• Meaningful Conversations 
• Communion logistics  
• Lots of Covid 
• Managing busy schedules to cover greeting, reading, serving and sometimes usher 

and acolyte 
• General worship needs 
• Sanctuary needs 

As always, your thoughts are welcome!  Please reach out to any one of the deacons if you 
have a question or concern.   

 
Respectfully Submitted, Beth Nichols  



BOARD OF FINANCE 
ANNUAL REPORT FOR – 2021-22 
 
The Board of Finance membership includes Lowell Johnson, Chris Rising, Phil Main, 

Deborah Joyce, and Jim Veirs (Chair) supported by ex officio participants, Treasurer 

Roger Barrette, Reverend Denny Moon, and T.J.Hall financial advisor.  

 

The Board seeks input from the church leadership for budget requests for the coming year 

to initiate the budgeting process and forwards its recommendations for the annual budget 

to the Council for adoption by the Congregation at the annual financial meeting in February  

The Board, acting in its role the Investment and Oversight Committee, also monitors the 

investment portfolios.  The Board assesses periodically   with its advisor, Tower 

MarkWealth Management, performance of the endowment funds to consider possible 

changes. 

In view of the uncertainty, of determining a decision regarding the consolidation of SCC 

and FCC congregations during 2022, the 2022 budget approved in February 2022 was 

established on the basis that SCC would operate independently for the full year and a 

consolidated budget would be adopted should it be determined that consolidation of the 

two congregations procced.  

In this reporting period, continued attention has been given to monitoring the effects of the 

pandemic on the 2021 budget as well as that of the investment portfolio. At the end of 

2021 the market value our portfolio stood at $947, 595 compared to a January 1, 2020 

value of $777,183.  There has been no significant rebalancing of the portfolio. The advent 

of the Ukrainian-Russia conflict beginning the first quarter of 2022 has resulted in 

contractions of the endowments. 

In 2021, the Church applied and received $46,019 from the US Government Paycheck 

Protection Program (PPP). These funds were made available to encourage covering 

salaries for a two-month period during the economic downturn created by the epidemic. 

SCC has received agreement from the Government that these funds are to be considered 

to be a forgiven loan (i.e., no obligation to repay).  There is no expectation that such grants 

will be offered in 2022. 

In summary the 2021 budget end of year results showed a positive net operating income of 

$39,144, which has been transferred as a beginning balance in the 2022 budget. 

 

The Board wishes to extend its appreciation for the diligent and timely services of our 

Treasurer, Roger Barrette, whose dedication to ensuring the accuracy and obligations of 

the Church finances is unsurpassed. 

 



BOARD OF MUSIC ANNUAL REPORT   2021-2022 

Music is Still Alive at South Church! 

The Handbell Ringers have continued at a heightened pace, with the fabulous direction of 
Maisie McCann. Their performances have been outstanding and very much appreciated by 
the congregation. There have been occasional solo and duet contributions, as well as the 
House Band enhancing the services with their music. Norman McFarlane is back in the 
house! His presence at each service is so rewarding as he continues Wow the 
congregation with his Prelude and Postlude performances. He is very much appreciated! 
We have also enjoyed new songs written by Denny Moon that are so powerful and speak 
to the Heart – “Stand with The Prophets” and “I Honor All My Relations” . . .  we are 
blessed by his music. 

Although the Chancel Choirs tried to get back together, the response to reconvene was 
hesitant in these uncertain times. Hopefully that changes soon, and we have a Choir 
again! 

So, Music is present at South Church, and as we move forward, we remain hopeful it will 
continue to thrive.  

 
 
 

CARING MINISTRY @ SOUTH CHURCH  2021-2022 
 
Caring Ministry is a one-on-one ministry by trained volunteers from the congregation.  The 
ministry is one of connection and relationship rather than providing material, physical, or 
practical assistance.  It is focused on the needs of each person who will receive care in the 
form of visits. 
We are a group of 6 members who have been trained using a combination of retreats and 
monthly trainings sessions, workshops and occasional field trips. We have also learned from 
people who shared their own life experiences.  Our motto has been “Embody Curiosity! 
Practice being curious about life,” ask questions gently and listen carefully.  When we visit, 
we are listening to the stories that make up the fabric of their lives.  
This past year, Caring Ministry has visited 6 members of the congregation.  However, we 
have not met in-person since the advent of Covid-19 for support and supervision sessions.  
Care partners have been in touch by phone or mail.  I am pleased to report that Kay and 
Paula have been able to resume in-person visits. We pray for all who have given the extra 
measure of care by finding a way to stay connected to others.  
Caring Ministry care partners this year: Lee French, Kay Imbt, Paula Johnson, Sandra 
Orluk with special assignments by Steve Miltimore and Bill Ross, coordinator Diane 
Neumann Hernsdorf.  Advisor: Rev. Denny Moon.   
We welcome anyone who would like to become part of this ministry.   

 



BOARD OF PROPERTY ANNUAL REPORT 
2020-2022 
 
The Board of Property is currently made up of three members: Bill Ross, Bob Saunders 
and Dave Thompson.  Andrew Blair is the church sexton, and the master painter who has 
been updating interiors over the last year.     We are in need of more members on this 
committee. If you are interested in joining, please contact Dave Thompson or the church 
office. 
 
The insurance claim has finally been approved!   We will be starting repairs this 
summer.  Some of the highlights 

• Replacing the gold leaf on the dome. 
• Replacing and/or repairing the asphalt shingles on the three buildings. 
• Repairing the roof leak on the steeple. 
• Painting and patching interior damage caused from the roof leaks.  

The Beneath, Between and Beyond Campaign projects will also be completed this 
summer.  Some highlights: 

• Structural repairs to the leaning steeple. 
• Ongoing painting and updating to the building interiors. 
• Installing carpet in the basement of fellowship hall. 

This summer will be a busy one, lots of activities to get the buildings ready for next fall! 
 
Respectfully submitted by Dave Thompson, Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 
SOW & REAP GARDEN CLUB ANNUAL REPORT 2020 - 2021 
 
The Sow and Reap Garden Club has been inactive because of the threat of COVID-19. 
We would like to thank Karen Sun for caring for the church garden. 
Thank you to those who arranged to have flowers in Church and to those who helped 
decorate for Christmas. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, Lee French 

 
  



STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 2020-2022 
 
 

We don’t think it is the job of the Stewardship Committee to get people to give more money to the 

church. We think our task is to help people grow ever more faithful by living generously, by 

practicing gratitude and by experiencing the joy of sharing blessings.  We tried to capture this in our 

pledge campaign, which was built around the Native American philosophy of All My Relations.  

Faith is hard to measure, though, and dollars are easier to count.  As we make important decisions 

about our future – and we will be making important decisions regardless of the outcome of the vote 

to merge with First Church – a financial perspective on stewardship may be helpful.  Please 

remember that this is not the most important perspective! 

 

Here is a broad-brush history of pledging at South Church over the past twenty years or so.  Just as 

there is no such thing as uninterpreted scripture, there is no such thing as uninterpreted history, and 

other people might interpret the same numbers differently. 

 

For the last few years of Geordie Campbell’s pastorate, the number of pledges hovered in the 170s 

and the trend in total pledging was annual increases averaging around 7% per year, with some 

variability from year to year.  Pledging for 2004, the last pledging cycle before Geordie’s departure, 

was $314,000 from 174 pledges.  After Geordie left, both the number of pledges and total pledging 

declined by almost 25% over the course of two pledge cycles, so the 2006 results were $239,000 in 

pledging from 136 pledges. 

 

Denny arrived in 2006 and pledging began increasing again.  The numbers peaked in 2010 at total 

pledging of $317,000 from 146 pledges.  The annual increases from 2006 to 2010 average around 

7%.  After 2010 both the number of pledges and total pledging declined, with the total decline being 

mitigated by increases in the average pledge amount.  By 2018, we were down to 116 pledges 

totaling $279,000. 

 

The preliminary results for 2019 were quite discouraging: 108 pledges totaling $251,000.  We had a 

second effort campaign led by the Church Council that yielded much improved results – 117 

pledges totaling $295,000.  We asked people to stretch, and they did!  This included receiving some 

one-time gifts.  People felt good about this outcome!  Even so, it wasn’t a surprise when the 

pledging for 2020, the last pledge campaign before the pandemic, declined a bit with 117 pledges 

adding up to $285,000.   

 

In the midst of the pandemic, pledging for 2021 dropped to 96 pledges and $251,000.  Rather than 

seeing this as some sort of failure, the sense of the Stewardship Committee was that it was 

remarkable that so many people continued to provide generous support.  We also felt good about the 

campaign for 2022 and felt we were trending towards increased giving, but in the end the net loss of 

pledges led to a small decline in giving – 91 pledges and $248,000. 

 

What does the future hold?  As Yogi Berra reputedly said, “It is difficult to make predictions, 

especially about the future.”  It is common for financial support to decline at the end of a long-term 

pastorate.  If a new congregation is born out of South Church and First Church, enthusiasm for new 



opportunities may help sustain giving.  On the other hand, grieving for what may be relinquished 

may depress giving from some people. 

 

So long as our future includes opportunities for people to grow in faith, so long as people are 

interested in aligning their lives with God’s purposes, we will have the resources we need to sustain 

a vital and viable congregation. 

 

We end with the lyrics to Circle of Blessing, the song Denny wrote for our last pledge campaign.  It 

builds on the All My Relations theme and sums it up gracefully! 

 

I honor all me relations/For none of us stand on our own 

Orchards of apples in gratitude entertain bees. 

I give my life to creation/And life, in turn, receive,  

In spirit, in beauty, in water, in blood and in bone. 

 

I bow to my mother and father, I bow to my family and friend 

To cousins of different colors/To neighbors and strangers I bend. 

 

I harvest the fruit of my labor/To share with the world as it spins, 

Passing the blessing it circles and comes round again. 

I harvest the love of my neighbor/And with it our differences mend 

Passing the blessing it circles and comes round again. 

 

I bow to the grouper and guppy/To eagles in heights where they dwell. 

I bow to the vegetable garden/To fireflies casting their spell. 

 

Some see the fruit of their labor, As simply the pow’r to consume, 

Missing the bliss of assisting more gardens to bloom. 

Some hoard the fruits of their labor, A solo they sing as their song, 

Not trusting the choir of creation to which they belong. 

 

I bow to the Myst’ry within us/I bow to the Myst’ry between 

I bow to the Myst’ry beyond us/That gathers all into one dream. 

 

I honor all my relations/Passing the blessing it circles and comes round again. 

 

I honor all my relations/Passing the blessing it circles and comes round again. 

 

With Love from your Stewardship Committee, 

Roger Barrette, Diane and Roger Hernsdorf, Charlie Kuchenbrod, Denny Moon, Bill Ross, Sara 

Scotto 

 

 
  



2020-2021 Church Council and Board Members  
Position    Name Term Expires 

Moderator    Becky Sielman II 21 

Assistant Moderator    Heather Sinon* I 21 

Treasurer    Roger Barrette II 21 

Assistant Treasurer    Carol Williams III 23 

Clerk    Deb Mattia II 21 

Member-at-large    vacant   
Senior Minister    Denny Moon   
Chairs of Eight Boards 

       
Deacons  (7) Term Expires  Membership Term Expires 

*Elliott Altomare I 22  On hold 2020-2021   
Sally Rider I 23     
Linda Swedo* I  21  Communications    
Chad Henze I 22  Stacey Kroninger I 21 

Charlene Bordonaro  I 21  Jennifer Gorman I 21 

Beth Newman I 21  Heather Sinon I 21 

Jamie Scotto I 21     
Vacant    Christian Education (7)   

    *Brita Gotberg II 23 

Christian Outreach (6)    Kathy Pidgeon II 22 

*John Stevenson II 22  Charlene Bordonaro II 22 

Doug Marshall I 23  Jessica Hines II 21 

Will Madsen III 23  Joe Bordonaro II 21 

Kathy Morgan I 21  Jeff Hines II 21 

Pam Pestretto I 21  vacant   

Erin Windham I 21  Youth Director, ex officio   

       

Stewardship (7)    Finance (3)   
*Charlie Kuchenbrod I 22  *Jim Veirs II 21 

Diane Hernsdorf III 21  Whitey Johnson I 23 

Bill Ross II 22  TJ Hall I 22 

Sara Scotto I 22  Deborah Joyce I 22 

vacant    Phil Main   
vacant    Treasurer, ex officio   
Roger Hernsdorf, ex officio   Senior Minister, ex officio   
Senior Minister, ex officio     
Treasurer, ex officio       

       
  



Music (6)    Property (6)   

*Dan Reisel II 23  *Dave Thompson III 22 

Kay Imbt II 22  Bill Ross II 22 

Linda Veirs II 23  Bob Grandahl I 22 

Jan Hubert II 22  Bob Saunders I 22 

Lauren Stuck II 21  Fred Jones I 23 

vacant    vacant   

Dir. of Music, ex officio   Andrew Blair, ex officio  
Laura Mazza-Dixon, Consult   Sexton, ex officio   
   John Morgan Arch./Consultant  
       

       
*Board Chairs      9/8/20 

 
 


